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ADB Allocates EUR440,000 
for Georgia’s Fight Against COVID-19 
	

	TBILISI, GEORGIA (26 June 2020)—ADB has allocated EUR440,000 to procure medical equipment to support the country’s efforts to contain COVID-19 pandemic. On 24 June, ADB and Roche Diagnostics Turkey, A.S. signed a contract on purchase of state-of-art fully automated high throughput Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) testing equipment that will be transferred to the Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia. 

	The grant is drawn from the ongoing Technical Assistance Regional Support to Address the Outbreak of Coronavirus Disease 2019 and Potential Outbreaks of Other Communicable Diseases. The grant adds to $100 million COVID-19 Active Response and Expenditure Support (CARES) Program that will provide budget support to the government of Georgia and help fund its comprehensive anti-crisis plan, approved by ADB Board on 28 May 2020. 

	“Georgia has responded remarkably well to the pandemic. Preventing the virus from spreading should be at the top of the list, because a major recurrence in Georgia would harm the recovery process, add to the fiscal burden, and compromise the country’s reputation as a safe place to visit and do business,” said Shane Rosenthal, Country Director and Resident Representative of the Asian Development Bank in Georgia. “Our team is working on a substantial package of support this year, in response to COVID-19 and as part of our longer-term support for livable cities, improved infrastructure and regional connectivity.” 

	Medical supplies, digital health software and hardware needed to rapidly boost Georgia’s virus testing capacity will also be procured with the grant funds to help reduce the workload of frontline medical workers at Lugar’s Center (National Center for Disease Control and Public Health), which is conducting more than 70% of all PCR testing in the country.  

ADB is committed to achieving a prosperous, inclusive, resilient, and sustainable Asia and the Pacific, while sustaining its efforts to eradicate extreme poverty. Established in 1966, it is owned by 68 members—49 from the region.
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